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Good news for Robertsbridge

Flooding is a major problem for many local
residents. In light of this, Gregory Barker was
happy to lead a delegation from flood hit
Robertsbridge to see DEFRA Minister Elliott
Morley. The group included local Parish
Chairman David Allen and County Councillor
John Barnes.

After the meeting, Mr Barker welcomed the
Minister's assurance that the area is now
regarded as a priority and that work should start
in Autumn 2002 saying, “l would like to have
seen immediate action, but | am cautiously
optimistic that a real long term solution seems
possible now. However | will keep up the
pressure on the Government.”

Delegation wins
assurance over j
flood defence work

MP Greg Barker led a Robertsbridge

delegation to Westminster this week and

won assurances from DEFRA Minister

Elliot Morley that the flood defence scheme

would be progressed as soon as possible.
A

Less building - better quality

Gregory Barker, MP for Bexhill & Battle, recently praised the Prince
of Wales for putting communities back into the heart of building
developments, following a visit to his groundbreaking village at
Poundbury, Dorchester.

Mr Barker took a high level group of over 40 councillors,
planners and conservationists with him. Those who had accepted

Mr Barker’s invitation included the leader of RDC Graham Gubby,
RDC Chief Executive Derek Stevens, Les Robinson RDC Chief
Planner, Conservative, Liberal, Labour and independent members

of the planning committee, the Conservative Officer from
Wealden District Council, and local Wealden Councillors were all
interested to see what lessons could be learned from the first
completed phase of the Duchy of Cornwall ‘s new village.

Mr Barker said, “I totally reject the Government’s
house building targets for East Sussex but sensible
provision for some new housing has to be made.

Poundbury shows that not only can we build better
looking buildings, more in sympathy with local designs
and using natural ocal materials but we can also build
communities that reduce dependence on motor cars,
causing less pollution, making a safer enviroment for
children to play n and which give pensioners and those
at home better access to shops and services.

“Concern for local character and more thought for the
enviroment go hand in hand. Above all Poundbury dem-
onstrated the need for high quality design and thoughtful
planning for our future needs. | am ambitious for our area
but too much local building has been of poor quality, deeply
unimaginative and has had a terrible impact on the
enviroment. It is time to raise our game in Bexhill and
Battle and forge new standards for quality and
character in East Sussex.”

Graham Gubby (pictured right) Leader of RDC said,

“This was a terrific initiative by Greg who is proving to be a highly effective environmental campaigner. We all found
the trip to Poundbury to be extremely worthwhile and it should encourage us to be more ambitious for the quality and
scope of any new development in Bexhill and the whole Rother area.”

Gregory visiting Ticehurst
School

Around & about with

Gregory Barker MP

Local MP Gregory Barker divides his time between representing local people at Westminster and
fighting battles on their behalf in the constituency. Below we highlight just a few of the issues,
visits and campaigns which our MP has recently given his time to.

Gregory Barker with Lord Falconer and
the Leader of East Sussex

County Council

Barker delivers in 24 hours

MP fights for regeneration

Gregory Barker has promised to do all he can to ensure that
the 5-point regeneration plan for the Hastings and Rother Task
Force becomes a reality. Mr Barker made his pledge after taking

a delegation to see Regeneration Minister Lord Falconer, and
after hearing the Minister give his informal blessing to the Task
Forces’ plans. “Following the appalling decision on the Bexhill
Bypass, the Government must commit the investment needed
to secure the future of Bexhill and the wider Rother area.” The
Bexhill area has reached a crossroads. We face a stark choice.
Stagnation and economic decline or an ambitious raft of new
measures, preserving and enhancing all that is best in our
community while not being afraid to make some real strides
forward. Mr Barker said, “There are some very ambitious and
exciting proposals coming out of East Sussex County Council
and Rother District Council. However, we must make sure that
we balance economic development and new opportunities for
school leavers and young families with a really strong commitment
to the local environment and conservation.”

The Five Point Plan includes:

Additional University provision and improvements
in the primary/ dary school/further education
virtual networks.

A comprehensive broadband network for business,
education and the community.

A package of regeneration linked transport
improvements.

An 'Enterprise Hub' to provide training in
entrepreneurship and technology support for new
businesses.

A comprehensive package of regeneration measures
for new housing, jobs and the community.

Barker stands up for
mobile libraries

< Gregory Barker has given strong backing

to the campaign to save the local Mobile

Library Service which has been championed by
Wealden Councillor, Pam Doodes and Ninfield Parish
Councillor, Corinne Mercer. Speaking to mobile library
users in Ticehurst and again in Whatlington, Gregory
said, “The mobile library service is a lifeline for many
rural communities. Books are important. The county
council has to take difficult decisions on spending priorities
but the library service is money well spent.”

MP backs farmers’ market

Local MP Gregory Barker recently toured the growing
Battle Farmers Market. During his visit our MP talked
to many of the local producers selling their products at
the monthly Abbey Green event. After meeting the stall
holders with the market chairman, Gregory Barker said,
“It is great to see the market really taking root. This is
not just a tourist attraction for people coming to browse
but is increasingly attracting local shoppers coming
with a purpose, to buy high quality, locally produced,
meat, game, fruit, dairy products and other mouth
watering farmhouse kitchen offerings.”

The Bexhill Observer recently congratulated Gregory Barker for
taking up issues in the Commons just 24 hours after the paper had
brought them to his attention. Ironically, the MP’s action concerned
the failure of the local postal service to deliver the mail. “l have

yet to get an answer | am happy
with, and | will not rest until
| do,” says our MP.

The Observer put readers’ continuing
complaints about their mis-directed and
delayed mail to MP Gregory Barker last week.

Within 24 hours Mr Barker had raised the
issue with a question to the Leader of the
House, Robin Cook.

Education, education, education

Keen to hear first hand from teachers, parents and pupils,
Gregory has made a point of visiting schools in his constituency
at every opportunity. One such visit took him to Stone Cross
Primary School, which suffers from chronic overcrowding, yet
still manages excellent results. “We must get to grips with the
chronic overcrowding in schools in East Sussex,” said Gregory.
“Parental choice in our area is a sham.”

Gregory re-opens
‘Village News’ ten months after
the floods in Robertsbridge



